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Instrumentation

Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes
English Horn

2 Bb Clarinets
Bb Bass Clarinet
2 Bassoons
Contrtabassoon

4 F Horns
3 C Trumpets
2 Trombones (all trombone mutes are straight mutes)

Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani
Percussion (3 players)

Player 1: Snare Drum (regular), Suspended Cymbal (large),” Tambourine, Hi-Hat, Tam-Tam
(large), Slapstick, Field Drum, Glockenspiel.

Player 2: Vibraphone, Slapstick, Xylophone, Snare Drum (regular), Crotales.

Player 3: Marimba, Suspended Cymbal, Vibraphone.

*All cymbal rolls should be played on the large suspended cymbal with soft mallets, unless otherwise indicated.
Harp
Piano (doubles Celesta)

Strings

Score in C

(Octave transpositions as usual for Piccolo, Contra Bassoon, Glockenspiel, Xylophone, Celesta, and Contra Bass).

Premiere performance by the Minnesota Orchestra at the 2004 Minnesota Composer Institute;
Mischa Santora, Conductor.
Recorded by the Moravian Philbarmonic Orchestra;
Andreas Hérm Baumgartner, Conductor

on Naxos 8.559349.

Program Notes

Electric Traction (2002) is the second offering in a trilogy of urban-inspired symphonic works, which
was preceded by Skyscrapers (2001), and followed by Urban Collision (2003). The work reflects the
spirit of Honegger’s Pacific 231, and was initially inspired while traveling from Chicago to Michigan
City, Indiana via the Chicago South Shore Line. I have always been somewhat of an “arm-chair”
train buff, so naturally I took great delight in composing a train-inspired orchestral work. The South
Shore Line actually holds a unique title in railroad history, as it is the last surviving electric interurban
commuter railway left in the United States. The 88-mile line runs from Chicago’s bustling loop,
through the Northern Indiana industrial complex, to South Bend, Indiana.

This piece is not so much “programmatic,” though it is loosely inspired by some of the
aforementioned ideas. Train sounds are to some degree depicted musically—which is demonstrated
throughout by the “spinning out” of various motoric and textural devices at a very high rate of
speed—but they are certainly not the only basis for composition. I have also attempted to capture
the essence of various pastoral settings: rolling sand dunes and prairie landscapes, which are in
turn—juxtaposed with the more mechanical “urban” imagery of steels mills and towering skyscrapers.

—Gregory J. Hutter
Chicago, Illinois (2002)

Publisher’s Note

The parts are available on rental.



Score in C

Piccolo

Flute 1-2

Oboe 1-2

English Horn

Clarinet in Bb 1-2

Bass Clarinet

Bassoon 1-2
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